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was informed that on her going to the Countess, and delivering
the fictitious intelligence about her husband's arrival, the Coun-
tess had answered: "I know it already: what can have happened?
I saw him riding in, at the postern, even now." On which the
Baroness, in an excessive panic, had run to the Count's chamber
to give warning.

"Unhappily you came too late!" said Wilhelm. "The Count
was in the room before you, and saw me sitting."

" And recognised you ?"

" That I know not. He was looking at me in the glass, as
I at him; and before I could well determine whether it was he
or a spirit, he drew back, and closed the door behind him."

The anxiety of the Baroness increased, when a servant came
to call her, signifying that the Count was with his lady. She
went with no light heart; and found the Count silent and thought-
ful indeed, but milder and kinder in his words than usual. She
knew not what to think of it. They spoke about the incidents
of the chase, and the causes of his quick return. The conversa-
tion soon ran out. The Count became taciturn; and it struck
the Baroness particularly, when he asked for Wilhelm, and ex-
pressed a wish that he were sent for, to come and read something.

Wilhelm, who had now dressed himself in the Baroness's
chamber, and in some degree recovered his composure, obeyed
the order, not without anxiety. The Count gave him a book ;
out of which he read an adventurous tale, very little at his ease.
His voice had a certain inconstancy and quivering in it, which
fortunately corresponded with the import of the story. The Count
more than once gave kindly tokens of approval; and at last dis-
missed our Mend, with praises of his exquisite manner of reading.

CHAPTER XI.

\     WILHELM had scarcely read one or two of Shakspeare's plays,
"ill their effect on him became so strong that he could go no farther,
s whole soul was in commotion.    He sought an opportunity to
*k with Jarno; to whom, on meeting with him, he expressed
Mindless gratitude for such delicious entertainment.
' clearly enough foresaw," said Jarno, "that you would not
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